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has a strong helief

in the EU and has never retreated from

that conviction,” he says.
Skarphédinsson has clashed with

. Gisladittir, his sister-in-law, repeatedly

stnce 2005, when she wrested from him

the leadership of the Social Dy tic

‘Explosive
politician

Demmts},sayaﬂmtskmphédmssou,
the author of 8. book on trout, was
genuinely torn between the scientific and
the political, “But his Jove of being in the
public eye won
Sﬁll.hehaammeewthmkfb:an

tha.tbeha.dal’thbmlogygavebm
an advantage. We could not bypass him.”
Hannibalsson, who was then the Social
Dernocrats’ leader, also says Skarphéd-
issoety education — he gained his doctorate
in the UK - equipped him with better
English than most leefandic lawtnakers, a
mgmo]forﬂleﬁlmreﬁremmmm
traits aiso suit him well in
his current post, “T've no enemies in
partiament, but many friends”
Skarphédinsson said in 1996, and that

" remark still has the ring of truth.

*Ossur is diplomatic, humorous and
entertaining,” says Birgitta Jonsdattir, a
new opposition member of the Althing,
Iceland's parlinment. Skarphédinsson is

Alliance (SDA), a party that
Skarphédinsson had led since 2000,
shortly after its formation from the
merger of a set of left-wing parties.
Gisladétiir is no longer a political
foree: hﬂ‘tmlmmﬂedml!hamblm.
when the SDA3 coalition
collapsed in 2008 in the wake of the
economic meltdown and she retired

leRPeoplesAIhame.Butheu in sorne
ways an unbkely
on is a speciakist in fish -

Skarphédinsson
wag beginning to make his way in politics
(a process that involved moving from the
FPeopies Alliance and joining the Social

" good at nurturing relations with other

members of the Althing and he has
friends in all political parties.

“He is very direct and often starts by
fiattering his opponents, then lets looge
his arrows,” says Jénadottir.

Those arrows can be shatp. In the
Althingi, he often disrupts speakers from
his seat, a technique acquired from
British politics, once famously remarking
that he could “hear ane of the
opposition’s MPs shaking his head”.

ﬁ'lmds,mo,canbe

in Janwary to sign a bill to cover the costs
mcitrred by the 1T and the Netherlands
as a result of the collapse of the Icelandic

a break with leelandic corverttion, he - as
tlse foveign rminister — would not
accompany the pregident on lhs nesdt
foreign trip,

Skarphédinsson can be expliosive when
he himself is under attack and is
renowned for his scorching remarks.

“He is nmich too fiery, that's his main
ﬂaw’sayshuhmtherMngm.\s and -

haa likened hirmself to &

wild animal in the political arena.

He is very direct and
often starts by
flattering his
opponents, then lets
loose his arrows

CURRICULUM VITAE

W53 Born, Reykjawi

w7
wE: Dot
™%

IR
|
|
i

Sveinhjarnardéttir,
. SDAm]lengue.'Bm;hehasawummd
- sensitive gide to him. Cssur is very intelli-

gent and his memory ia simiply astounding”

. He is described as being unusually .
muckmpaspsrgmnmtsnndm
situations. He also bkas a voracious
appetite for reading - a favourite
pastime, along with walking, workouts at
the gym and - less so now - fishing for
trvat and salmon.

That love of reading and the speed at

which he reads, comes despite the logs of

sight in one eye in a childhood accident.
His poor eyesight has had much tore of
an impact on his driving, which is,
apparently, ghastly.

background appears

odds with the sartorial image be chose
early in his political career - he wore
bow-ties, a choice since largely
abandoned - but his willingness to go
into battle with others on political issues
is very evident in the unbuttoned, late-
night entries on his personal hlog

“Heisa whao thinks toe
little before speaking,” says an adversary.
“That rules him out as a serious leader”

That assessment does nit do justics to
his curtent position in Jeelendic politics.
Fellow politicians describe him as the
together. He lmows the leaders of the two
governing parties inside-out: the SDAs
Sigurdardéttir and Steingrimur 3.
Sigfizsson, leader of the Laft Green

Movement But he is also a dose friend of -

Ogmundur Jénasson, who left the
government over the Icesave issue and
who leads a discontented faction i the
Left Green Moverment.
Sigurdardittiv vecently described the
fractured Left Green Movement asa
graup of cats, diffieult to berd.
Skarphédinsson may be the man for that
job. *Ossur is the main fox in the
Althingi now,” his brother Magniis says.
“And it takes a fox to herd those cats”
Bjami Brynjéiason
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