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Vi0, undirritadir hvalasérfredingar teljum, byggt 4 utlitseinkennum, ad miklar likur séu 4 ad hvalurinn
sem var landad laugardaginn 7. Juli (‘Hvalur 22”) hafi, pvert 4 paer upplysingar sem islensk yfirvold
hafa veitt um ad dyrio hafi verio blendingur steypi- og langreydar, i raun verid steypireyour.

We, the undersigned blue whale / cetacean experts believe, based on morphological characteristics,
that there is a strong possibility that the whale landed last Saturday 7 July (‘Whale 22”) was a blue
whale, contrary to reports by the authorities that it is a blue whale / fin whale hybrid.

bo profanir leidi i 1jo6s ad hvalurinn hafi verid blendingur ber ad hafa i huga a0 slikir blendingar eru
sjaldgefir og pvi mikilvaegir fyrir rannsoknir og visindi. Blendingar steypi- og langreyda eru afar
mikilveaegir hvad vardar rannsoknir til pess ad auka skilning & tegundapréun og nattarulegum ferlum i
umhverfi. Pad er pvi mikil eftirsja i pvi a0 undanfarna aratugi hafa ad minnsta kosti fjorir slikir
blendingar verid veiddir af islenskum hvalveidiskipum.'

Even if tests reveal the whale to be a hybrid, these are rare and therefore of great value to research and
science. Blue whale x fin whale hybrids are extremely important for scientific efforts to better
understand different evolutionary and even ecological processes. It is regrettable that over the last
decades, at least four such hybrids have reportedly been killed in Icelandic whaling operations. '

Vid visum til 3. greinar islenskra laga 263/1949% sem visar til frekari reglugerdar 163/1973°, hvar segir
i2. grein:

Bannad er a0 veida:

b) Graenlands-sléttbak, Islands-sléttbak, hntifubak og steypireyd.

We refer to Article 3 of the Icelandic Whaling Act, 1949% and to further regulations under Paragraph
two of the Icelandic Regulation on Whaling 163/1973° which state that:

It is forbidden to hunt:

b) Bowhead whales, northern right whales, humpback whales and blue whales.

[ 10. gr. laga 263/1949 segir medal annars: Kyrrsetja skal skip, sem stadid er ad meintum 6l6glegum
veidum, pegar pad kemur til hafnar, og er eigi heimilt ad lata pad laust fyrr en domur hefur verid
kvedinn upp i mali dkaruvaldsins gegn skipstjora skipsins eda mali hans lokid 4 annan hatt og sekt og
kostnadur hefur verio greitt ad fullu.

Article 10 of the Icelandic whaling act 263/1949 states that: Ships that are caught in alleged illegal
hunting are to be grounded once they come to port and held until the court has ruled in the case of the
prosecution against the captain of the ship or else the case has been solved by different means and the
fines and legal costs have been paid in full.

Jafnframt visum vid til alyktunar CITES Res Conf 10.17 (Rev CoP14)* hvar segir ad varlega skuli
farid vardandi blendinga og ad i tilvikum hvar annad ‘foreldrid' er skilgreint i CITES vidauka I en hit i
vidauka II, skuli fylgja takmorkunum vidauka I. T 1josi pess ad 611 riki jardar 6nnur en Island eru
sampykk pvi ad steypireydir falli undir CITES vidauka I, er samkvamt ofangreindri alyktun ekki leyft
a0 flytja inn kjot eda adra voru unna ur steypireyoum til Japans eda annara landa.

We further note that under CITES Res Conf 10.17 (Rev CoP14)*, hybrids are treated with the
precautionary approach and in cases where the ‘parents’ of hybrids are species listed in different



Annexes, or when only one ‘parent’ is listed in the Annexes, the provisions of the more restrictive
Annex apply. A blue x fin hybrid would be treated as Appendix I. Given that Iceland is the only
country in the world to take out a 'reservation' against the listing of blue whales under Appendix I of
CITES (thereby the only country treating the species as Appendix II), exporting the meat of a blue
whale / fin whale hybrid to Japan or any other country for commercial purposes would be prohibited.

Af ofangreindum asteedum kollum vid eftir pvi ad hvalveidiflotinn verdi kyrrsettur uns skorid hefur
verid ur med erfdavisarannsokn, an vafa, um tegund umraedds hvals.

We, therefore, call for the whaling vessels to be grounded, pending immediate genetic testing, to prove
beyond doubt the species in question.
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